
Green Vehicles 

and Technologies

Bookmobile Sustainability!



» Michael Swendrowski
ι Founder/president Specialty Vehicle Services, LLC.

+ Consulting

+ Design

+ Management

+ Inspection

+ Consignment

ι Chairman, ALA Subcommittee on Bookmobiles

+ National Bookmobile Day

+ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ά.ƻƻƪƳƻōƛƭŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅέ ŀƴŘ άtŀǊŀŘŜ ƻŦ .ƻƻƪƳƻōƛƭŜǎέ

ι Co-author, On the Road with Outreach (Libraries Unlimited, 2009)



ιIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ άDǊŜŜƴέ

ιCǊŜŜ άDǊŜŜƴέ

ιάDǊŜŜƴέ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ

ιάDǊŜŜƴέ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ

ιCǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ άDǊŜŜƴέ

ιάDǊŜŜƴέ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ

Overview



History

¢ƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴέ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎΥ

άŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊέ

Not-So-New Movement

ÅhǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎ

Å5ŜŜǇŜǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ мфтлΩǎ

Å¢ǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлллΩǎ

ÅOur Responsibility

1895 Edison Electric Car



Peak Oil is Past
Oil reserves are becoming increasingly difficult to 
find and extract



'QDD y(QDDMx

Seven ways to make your current 
service more sustainable!



#1 - Good Route Planning
Save fuel by planning route to minimize travel.



#2 -5ƻƴΩǘ aŀƪŜ ¦ƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ WƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ
Make stops part of your planned routes whenever 
possible!



#3 -5ƻƴΩǘ /ŀǊǊȅ ¦ƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ [ƻŀŘǎ
Extra weight means extra fuel!



#4 - Regular Vehicle Maintenance
Clean air filter

Maintain tire pressure



#5 - Fuel Conscious Driving Habits
33% Improvement in Fuel Economy!

!ǾƻƛŘ άƧŀŎƪǊŀōōƛǘέ {ǘŀǊǘǎ

Reduce Highway Speed

Maintain Highway Speed

Plan Decelerations in Advance

Keep Idling to a Minimum!



#6 - Waste Management
Defined procedures for collection and management



#7 -¸ƻǳΩǊŜ !ƭǊŜŀŘȅ DǊŜŜƴΗ
Mobile libraries save many journeys by readers who 
would otherwise be driving to  a branch to choose 
their books!
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EPA10 Diesel Standards
98% improvement from 1990!

Some are also capable of burning B20 biodiesel 
without modification.



Compressed/Liquid Natural Gas (CNG/LNG) 
Clean Alternative Fuel

Limited refueling infrastructure


